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| But Miss Weeks rather welcomed

{ than resented this curiosity. Indeed,
Bors  invade l she was nover tired of enlarging upon
At """:‘"':-"',;-: [ the Ostranders.
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iheir walks, Oliver alwayvs hung back. |

light upon fresh evidence, And where
am 1 to get that? Only from some
new witness."

Miss Weeks' polite smile took on an

expression of indulgence. This roused
Deborah's  pride, and, hesltating no
longer, sho anxiously romarked:
1 have someotimes thought that
Ollver Ostrander might bo that wit
ness. He cortainly was tn the ravine
the night Algernon Etherldge was
struck down."

Had ghe been an experienced netross
of years sho could not have thrown
into this question a greater lnek of all
innuendo,  Miss Weoks, already un-
der her fascination, heard the tone but
never thought to notice the quick rise
and fall of her visitor's uneasy bosom,
and so unwarned, responded with all
due frankness:

“T Know he was.  at how will that
help you? e had no testimony to
slve in relation to this ervime. or he
would have given it

“That is truce.”  The admission fell
mechanically  from  Deboralh's  lips;
she was not conscious, evon of making
it.  Then, as her emotion choked hoer
into silence. she sat with piteous oves
searching Miss Weeks' face, till she
had recovered her voice, when she
added this vital question:

“"How did you know that Oliver was
in the ravine that night? 1 only
guessed {r.”

“Well, it was in this way
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“You think that?" There =a: real
surprise in the manner of the gues
tloner. Mrs. Scoville's brow cleared
She was pleased at this proof that her

aftairs had not yet reached the point

of general gossip.
“'Miss Weeks, I am a mother. [ have .
a4 young and lovely daughter. Can 1]

look In her fnnocent eyes and believe
her father to have so forgotten hls re-
sponsibilitiecs as to overshadow her
life with erime? No, I will not believe
it. Clreumstances were in favor of his

convietion, but he never lifted the
stick which struck down Algernon
Etheridgo."

Miss Weeks, who had sat quite still
«during the utterance of these remarks,
fldgeted about at their close, with
what appeared to the spoeaker, a sud-
~den and quite welcome relief,

“Oh!” she murmured; and said no
more. It.was not a topic she found
cenay of discusslon.

The aadness which now spread over
the very interesting countenanee of
her visitor, offered her an excuse for
the Introduction of a far more mo-
mentous tople; one she had burned Lo
introduce, but had not known how.

“Mra. Scoville, 1 hear that Judge
Ostrander has got your daughter a pi-
ano. That Is really a wonderful thing
Tor him to do. Not that he {s 8o close
with his money, but that he has al-
ways been so set against all gayoty
and companlonship. 1 suppose you did
not know tho shock It would be to him
when you asked Bela to let you Into
the gates."

“No! I didn't know. But it {s all
right now, The judge scems to wel- |
come the change. Miss Weolts, did

you know Algernon Etheridge well
enough to tell me if he was as good
and irreproachable a man as they all
say 7"

“He was & good man, but he had a
dreadfully obstinate streak in his dis.
position and very set ideas. I have
henrd that he and the judge used to
argue over a point for hours. And he
was most always wrong., For in-
stance, he was wrong about Oliver.”

“Ollver?”

“Judge Ostrander's son, you know.
Mr., Etherldge wanted him to study
for a professorship; but the boy was
determined to go into journalism, and
you pee what a success he has made
of it. As a professor he would prob-
ably have been a failure.”

“"Was thie difference of opinion on
the calllng he should pursue the cause
of Ollver's leaving hume in the way
he did?” continued Deborah, ¢onselouy

| his name, might not love and loyalty

of walking on wery thin ice.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS ENTERTAINMENT

an order for a ton or half a ton of coal, This
may be glven by the united contributions of a

For many years ono Sunday school has had a
ziving Chrietmas Instead of a recel 'ag one, The

pupllg bring gifts instead of recei..ng

The favorite method {8 for a class
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“"Reuther Is blameless in this mat-
ter,” she protested. “She was brought
up in ignorance of what 1 felt surei
would prove a handleap and misery to
her. She loves Oliver as she will never ‘
love any other man, but when she was |
told her real name and understood |
fully what that name ecarries with it, !
she declined to saddle him with her |
shame. That's her story, Miss Weeks: ]
one that hardly fits her appearance, '
which is very delicate. And, let me‘
add, having once accepted her father's |
name, she refuses to be known by any |
other. [ have brought her to Shelby |
where to our own surprise and Reu. |
ther's great happiness, we have been
taken in by Judge Ostrander, an act of |
kidaess for which we are very grate
{11 P |

Milss Weeks got up, took down one | |

of her rarest treasures from an old
ctagere standing in one eorner and
Inid it In Mrs. Scoville's hand

“IFor your daughter,” she declared
“Noble girl! 1 hope she will be happy."

The mother was touched, but not |
quite satisfied yet of the giver's real |
feelings towards Oliver, and, after
thanking her warmly, remarked:

“There is hut one thing that will
ever make Reuther happy, and that
she eannot have unlesa a miracle oe-
curs. Oh, I do not wender you smile.
This is not the day of miracles. Hut
it my bellef in my husband could be
shared; If I should be enabled to clear

be left to do the rest? Wouldn't the
Judge's objections, in that case, be re-
moved?  What do you think, Migs
Weeks?"

"There! we will S5Y no more ahout
" The little womnan's attitude and
volee were almost prayerful. “You
have judgment cnough for two.  De-
sides, the miracle has not happened,”
she interjected, with o smile which
seemed to say It never would

Deborah sighed.  Whether or not
it was quite an honest expression of
her feeling we will not inquire.  She
was there for o delinite purpose and
her way to it was, as yet, far from
plain.  The negatlve with which she
followed up this sigh was one of sor
rowful acceptance. Sho made haste,
however, to qualify it.

"But I have not given up all hope. 1
know ng well as any one how Impos-

sible the task must prove, unless I can

them, class, to suit their girn,
to plan a A novel and successful Christmasg entertain- peared as
ment was given In an eastern Sunday schonl, costume;

the boys
turkey or
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a Christ.
mince glfts for some needy
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After prayer, Scripture responses and carols,
sleigh bells were heard, announcing the coming
He appeared upon the platform
shaking an empty bag, and lamented he had no
children,
ners" hastened to their friend with packages of

i

“Was the Difference of Opinicn tre
Cause of Oliver's Leaving?”

which the husband of one of them had
suffered, they were raking up this
past, and gossiping over its petty de-
talls.

Mra. Scoville sighed and said:

"It couldn't have been very long
after you saw him that Mr. Etheridge
was struck?”

“Only some twenty minutes. It takes
Just that long for a man to walk from
this corner to the bridge."

“"And you never heard where Ollver
went?”

“It was never talked about at the
time. Later, when some hint got
about of his having been in the ravine
that night, he sald he had gone up the
ravine, not down it. And we all be-
lieved him, madam."

“Of course, of course. What a dig-
criminating mind you have, Miss
Weeks, and what a wonderful memory!
To think that after all these years you
can recall that Ollver had a cap on his
head when he looked out of the win-
dow at bis father and Mr, Etherldge.
If you were asked, I have no doubt
you could tell its very color. Was {t
the peaked one?”

“Yes, I could swear to it,” And
Miss Weeks gave a little laugh, which
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sounded Incongruous enough vo De

borah, In whose heart at that moment’

A leaf was turned upon the past, which
left the future hopelessly ' blank.

“Must you go?" Deborah had risen
mechanieally. “Don't, 1 beg, till you
have relleved my mlud‘ahout Judge
Ostrander. I don't supposo that there
Is Treally anything behind that dJdoor
0. his which it would alarm any one
to seo?"

Then,  Deborah  understood Miss
Weoks.

But she wns ready for her.

“I'vo never sven anything of the
sont," saild she, “and V make up his
bed in that very: room overy maorn-
ing"

“Oh!  And Miss Woeks drew a deop
breath. “No article of immense value,

sueh as that vare old bit of real Satsu-
ma in the cabinet over theirn?”

“No" answered Deboral, with all
the patience she could muster, “"Judge
Ostrander seams very simple \n Lis
tastes, 1 doubt if ho would knoa Hnt-
suma i he saw it,"

Miss Woeeks sighed. “Yes, he has
never expressed the leasst wish to look
over my shelves. So tbe double fence
means nothing ?”

"A whim,” ejaenlated Deborah, mak-
ing quictly fcr the door  “The judge
likes to walk at nighi when quite
through with hie work; 2ud he doesn't
like his ways to Se notea Dut he pre-
fers the lawn nos. Y hese s step out
there every night.”

“Well. it's something to know that
he leads a more normal life than for-
merly!” sighnad the lttle lady as she
prepared to usher her guest out.
“Come again, Mrs. Scoville; and, if I
mar, [ will drop in and see you some

Ueharah accorded her permission
vnd munde her final adieux. She felt as
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SUNDAYSI00L
LESSON

(By I, 0. SELLIRS, Acting Director of
the Sunday School Course of the Moody
Bible Institute .of Chlcago)

(Copyright, 1916, Western Newspaper Unfon,)

R

LESSON FOR JANUARY 2

THE ASCENDING LORD

LESSON TEXT—Acts 1:1-14,
GOLDEN TEXT—When he ascended on

high, he led captivity captive, and gave
gifts unto men.—Iiph, 4:8.

More and more we are convinced
that the great trouble with Christians
is that the life of Jesus for them closes
with the gospels. ‘We secm to fail to
comprehend that he is living today as
much and even more than he was nine-
teen hundred years ago, The Book of
Acts is o continuation of the Gospels
(v. 1), and is yet a closed book.

l. The Proof of the Resurrection,
vv. 1.3. (1) Its reality. No better
proved event is recorded in history
than the resurrection (see I Cor. 15:4-
8); it stands absolutely unchallenged.
The all suflicient proof was that during
“forty days’ his disciples had talked
with him concerning the kingdom.
Note, it was only his disciples who
beheld, his enemies never saw him af-
ter Calvary. (2) Its burden. Just be-
fore his ascension Jesus (v. 2) gave his
disciples definite instructions, com-
mandments (Matt. 28:19, 20, ete.) (a)
to tarry in Jerusalem, (b) to be clothed
with power, (e) to go forth and to pro-
claim or herald his gospel. During
those intervening days of waiting for
the endowment with power they alone
knew the gospel and men were perish-
ing, which gives point to the necessity
of receiving the spirit before under-
taking the work ot witnessing,.

1l. The Promise of the Father, vv.
48. Read carefully Joel 2:28, Isa.
' 44:3, and compare with Luke 24:49,

and also the words of the Baptizer,
| Luke 3:16. (1) To receive the Holy
Spirit is an obligation upon all, they

' were “charged not to depart from Je-

rusalem” (v. 4) (See also Eph. 5:18).
(b) The reception is to bhe preceded
by repentance for sifdsthough the con-

| fession of 8in and the acknowledgment

of Christ as Savior is only possible
! through the spirit (I Cor. 12:3). (e)

With the spirit comes power, author-
| Ity (v. 7). This power is of God, it is
| spiritual, it is not “temporal” nor of
| the church. The kingdom is a spirit-
{ ual idea (Luke 17:21) and the vice-re-
gent of that kingdom is the Holy
Spirit. The program of Jesus is
“spirit-filled men as witnesses” and
“beginning at Jerusalem.” This prom-
ise of Jesus (v. 8) suggested to the
disciples the restoration of Israel to
its place among the nations and in his
reply he intimates that such is a pos-
sibility (see Isa. 1:25-27, Hzek. 36:23-
28, Hosea, 3:4, b, Joel 3:16-21, Amos
9:11-15), but in & most emphatic man-
ner he tells them that of that hour
God has reserved to himself the
knowledge (Matt. 24:36, Mark 3:22),
When they were to receive the king-.
dom he does not tell, but when they
should receive power he tells them
rlainly, viz: when the spirit should
come upon them, The spirit 1s not
v mere happiness or gratiflcation,
Aun 4%mes upon us for usefulness (see
L 3-12 81, 23, 5:32, 9:17, 29) and that
#Z at home, in Jerusalem,
=nda of the earth, A spir-
fan or church is a good
e avanienary and forelgn evangel-
Ead vall Finlahing his message, he
‘Tt 1in handa and in benedletion he
aeanded on hizh, and this act has
Brar ahes heen contlnued. His pgcen-
Hon G b bleaaed higtorleal fact, fully
vivarad and deeply algnificant, e aa-
sided fo ead captlvity captive, to
tnear M Gad’a preaence for us in our
I’ and to prepare a place for us
At whora he 1a we may bhe also
Heb b Gd dekn 14:2), His presence
W an hah goaranteeg our nresenco
ners jpovealtar  (John 12:26, 14:8,
tav, 3} 21)

Y. Tha Prasent Place of Jenus, vv.
T Wil ke talked with his digel-
e W ascanded  even ag  Enoch
vallead "and waa not” (Gon. H:24, Hob.
VRV The qusry must natural-
Joiava adizen dn thelr mindg, “Whon
Mail wa have another Intorviow with
M A fhal question arose behold
LVa Nara naar Lo answor (v, 10) and
Aclit adawer was n practical one:
“Why atand  looking  Into heaven?”
heva ace times Lo gaze and timosn to
0. Naw |3 the time to be fulfllling
i eovamand (vy, 4, 12) and not to
i loat in wonder and spoculation, But
fheir hiearts these mon 1in
vihita gave tharn, and ug, n wonderful
arovsiae, viz., Jesus I coming back,

nibly, personally (the words of the
wiginal tezt are vory plain and posl-

Hva) and, an he was recolved in the
clemds, ks will como In o eloud,

Thia promise (s and hag always been
fhe great hopo of the church ('I'tus
Z:128),

IV, The Place of Prayer, vv., 12-14,
The dlaciples wera biddon to tarry, ta
tarey at a specifiod placo, Jorusalom,
and to tarry at o apocified place for a
particalar purposo, viz., “powor.” Thoy
aheyad, The empoworing blessing can
only he recolved through ohedience
(Acts 6:3%), The time of waiting wan
not ldly nor latlesply pussed, for it

, wan #spent In prayer,
Jonug s yot, and shall over more, be
| doing and teaching for and through
thoge who love him, whe look for nly
glorlous appeariug,

Next Bunday's lesaon 18 tho rocord

of the answer to thelr prayer,
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SPORTIVE CAREER NEAR END

Mr. Pipwlllow Was in Position to
Prophesy With Confidence as
to Kitty's Future.

Mr, Pipwillow looked at his gar-
den, shook his fist at the neighbor's
cat, then, humming a hymn of foline
hate, made his way to the noarest
drug store. 2

Ten minutes later he was tempting
the offender to his garden once more
with a saucer of milk and something .

red label. ol

“Halloa!" eame his neighbor's voice,
blithely, over the fence. “My cat been
troubling you again, eh? It's a play-
ful little way o' cats to make a rac-
Ing track o' nextdoor's cabbage-
pateh.”

“I suppose it 18, said Pipwillow,
gently, as tabby was pwrring over the
saucer. “Perhaps yours has nearly
finished his training gallops. 1
wouldn't be surprised If he's doing
his last lap now!”

FARMER WAS NOT IMPRESSER’

Visit to Country Editor Resulted In
Willle's Turning From the Paths
of Literature,

Into the room of a country editor
camo a blnfl old farmer with his
eighteen-vear-old son.

“I've come for a little information,
sir,” he said hopefully.

“I shall be delighted to do what I
can for you," was the polite reply,

“Well, this son of mine wants to

thought you would be able to tell us
it there wans any money in it. It's
a good line, fan't it?” !
“Ye-e-e8,” replied the editor, he
tatingly. *“I've been at it myaelfr_
a good manv years and——" W
The farmer thereupon look
around at the shahby oflice anq,'l
at the shabbier editor. N
“Come on, Willle,” he ,_';\S’rdered.
“Back to your plowing, my lpad!™
__’(-.
The Last Resor't.
Pat’s one trouble was that he could

lady had tried ,4Very device ahe
could think of, but even the most
determined of #larm clocks had no
effect on Pat's gl

his work with a large paper parcel.
“There, now, Mrs. Jones,” sald he
trlumphantly, as ke unwrapped a huge
bell, “and what d’ye think o' that
now?" v
“Goodness, manl” oxclalmed the
surprised landlady. “Whatever are
you wanting with that great thing?"
As he tucked the ball under his
arm and prepared to go upstairs, Paig
replied, with a knowing grin: I
“Sure, and I'm going to ring ‘it at
six o'clock lvry morning and wake
mesflf up!”

He Meant Businesa.

Mrs. Bennett arrived at the conelu-
slon that the attuchment of Teddy No-
lan, the policeman, for her cook must
bo iInvestigated lost It prove disas-
trous to domestic discipline,

One morning she tock Annie, the
cook, to task regarding the matter.
Annie admitted his attentions.

“Do you think he means busine q,
Annie?” asked Mrs, Bannett,

“Yis, mum, Of t'lnk so,” raplied
Annie. “Annyway, he's begun to
complain about my cookin’, mum."—
Judge.

To Fortify the System

Against Winter Cold

Han{ users of GROVE'S TASTELESS chill
TONIU make It & practice to take n number of
bottles in the fall to strengthen and fortify the
ayatem agalnat the cold weather during the
winter, veryone knows the tonle effect of
Quinine and Iron which this preparation con:
talnn in o tnsteless and acceptable form. It
purlfies and enriches the blood and bullds up
the whole avatem. B60c¢, "

Out of It.
“Pa, what's ‘Innocuous desuetude’?”
“It's what I fall into, son, whon your
mothor and a caller start to discussing
the servant problem.”

Plles Relleved by First Application
And cured In 6 to 14 daya by PAZO OL"TMENT,
the universal remedy for all forms ¢ Pilos,
Diugglats refund money it it fails. soc.

Girls shouldn't throw kigses; it al
moat Impousslble for a girl to hit the
thing she alma at.
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Beparator OIL la coatly, You
wnate a’unnmlnn T30 timen n
yenr, H use one pint ONCE
n yoar all Inslde of Separator
with our Automatic Ofler
Beéarlog, Weanonable price; fits nny Bopn:
rator, hooklet free, Agents wianted,

THE J, L, BLODGETT CO.,, Hickory, N. C,

WE WANT A LADY l'r.‘{:rcavlllnll\'t- In overy
town to sell NERVATUM, tho geantst :}:’rve
tonlo for women, 1009 profit. Deal Awith
your own aox.  Agents easlly rmako $i6

week, Tull sized hottle for sawnple 500 wieh:
Inatructions, RUSH MEDICINE 0., 101
MARIETTA BI,, ATLANTA, GEORGTA,

KGDAKS & SUPPLIYS
Wa also dn hlghest class of finlshing,
Prices ana Cp 'alogie upon request,
8, Galesld Optical Co., Richuiond, Va,
i 'BE" -l?or; to lenrn ﬁr_urlu;l:t,rm"l:.
W‘" En Foew woekn . ulred,
! Btoady positlol 1 com:
Wonderful déemand for bar

HM BARBER COLLEQE, Richmond, Vg, |

%E‘i"%g'ﬁ.:fﬁﬁﬂ Iurnlugd free catnlog; write

on the ‘youngost '

which eame from aboitle bearing a :

go into the lterary business, and Jp!

not wake up in the masiing. His lana#

One day he returfetd~homis - frin-’
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